PRAYER                                199

lire; a recrudescence of idolatry, and the coming of the
Mahdi, or guide. On the great day, God alone is to be the
judge, though Mohammed will act as intercessor, after the
office shall have been refused in turn by the other great
prophets from Adam to Jesus. After the ordeal is over,
those destined for heaven take the right-hand way, and
those destined for hell the left, but both must first pass over
the bridge called Es-Sirat, which is laid over the mouth of
hell,1 and which is finer than a hair and sharper than a
sword. Such are the mere outlines of the Moslem escha-
tology, which ramify into extraordinary detail

II.   PRAYER

The second pillar of practical religion Is prayer. While
the privileges of private or personal prayer, unrestricted by
formula, at any time the believer's heart is turned toward
God, is recognized by the Koran, and doubtless enjoyed by
many a pious Moslem, prayer is usually a fixed liturgical
formula uttered at set times and in a prescribed series of
positions. For these stereotyped forms the Koran is not
responsible, as not even all the five times of prayer are in-
dicated together in any one place. The stated hours of
prayer are at dawn, a little after mid-day, in the middle of
the afternoon, a few minutes after sunset, and when the
night has closed in. Established centuries before the time
of clocks and watches, the tradition of the seasons of prayer
is not kept with exactitude. I have seen a man at his mid-

1 P. T. Baldcnsperger, brought up in Jerusalem, declares that the
phrase, "Guide us in the straight or right way," found in the first
surah of the Koran, refers to this bridge, which "will be fixed on the
temple wall of Jerusalem on one Hide and on the top of the mosque of
Mount Olivet on the other, whilst a huge fire will fill the Valley-of
Jehoshaphat below. On the judgment-day, when all men will be as-
sembled on the temple area, Mohammed will make them pass the
bridge. All such as have said their prayers will pass to the other side,
whilst such as have omitted them will fall into the fire. But Moham-
med will save the Moslems after their having burned for a while."
(See article, "Woman in the East/' found in the "Quarterly State-
ment of the Palestine Exploration Fund/' 1899, p. 146.)